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BANGLADESH, country of South Asia, located in the delta of the Padma (Ganges [Gangal)
and Jamuna (Brahmaputra) rivers in the northeastern part of the Indian subcontinent.
The riverine country of Bangladesh (“Land of the Bengals”) is one of the most densely
populated countries in the world, and its people are predominantly Muslim. As the
eastern portion of the historical region of Bengal, the area once formed, along with
what is now the Indian state of West Bengal, the province of Bengal in British India.
With the partition of India in 1947 it became the Pakistani province of East Bengal (later
renamed East Pakistan), one of five provinces of Pakistan, separated from the other four
by 1,100 miles (1,800 km) of Indian territory. In 1971 it became the independent country of
Bangladesh, with its capital at Dhaka.

LAND

Bangladesh is bordered by the Indian states of West Bengal to the west and north,
Assam to the north, Meghalaya to the north and northeast, and Tripura and Mizoram to
the east. To the southeast, it shares a boundary with Myanmar (Burma). The southern
part of Bangladesh opens into the Bay of Bengal.

RELIEF

Stretching northward from the Bay of Bengal, Bangladesh constitutes roughly the
eastern two-thirds of the deltaic plain of the Padma (Ganges [Ganga]) and Jamuna
(Brahmaputra) rivers. Except for small higher areas of jungle-covered old alluvium
(rising to about 100 feet [30 metres]) in the northwest and north-centre—in the Barind
and the Madhupur Tract, respectively—the plain is a flat surface of recent alluvium,
having a gentle slope and an elevation of generally less than 30 feet (9 metres) above
sea level. In the northeast and southeast—in the Sylhet and Chittagong Hills areas,
respectively—the alluvial plains give place to ridges, running mainly north-south, that
form part of the mountains that separate Bangladesh from Myanmar and India. In its
southern region, Bangladesh is fringed by the Sundarbans, a huge expanse of marshy
deltaic forest.
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The Barind is a somewhat elevated triangular wedge

of land that lies between the floodplains of the upper
Padma and Jamuna rivers in northwestern Bangladesh. A
depression called the Bhar Basin extends southeast from
the Barind for about 100 miles (160 Km) to the confluence
of the Padma and Jamuna. This area is inundated during
the summer monsoon season, in some places to a depth
exceeding 10 feet (3 metres). The drainage of the western
part of the basin is centred in the vast marshy area
called the Chalan wetlands, also Known as Chalan Lake.
The floodplains of the Jamuna, which lie north of the
Bhar Basin and east of the Barind, stretch from the
border with Assam in the north to the confluence of the
Padma and Jamuna in the south. The area is dominated
by the Jamuna, which frequently overflows its banks

in devastating floods. South of the Bhar Basin is the
floodplain of the lower Padma.

In north-central Bangladesh, east of the Jamuna
floodplains, i1s the Madhupur Tract.
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In east-central Bangladesh the
Brahmaputra River in its old course
(the Old Brahmaputra River) bulilt
up the flood basin of the Meghna
River, the region that includes the
low and fertile Meghna-SitalaKkhya
Doab (the land area between those
rivers). This area is enriched by the
Titas distributary, and land areas are
formed and changed by the deposition
of Silt and sand in the riverbeds of
the Meghna River, especially between
Bhalrab Bazar and DaudKandi.
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BANGLADESH, pais del sur de Asia, situado en el delta de 10s rios Padma (Ganges [Gangal)
y Jamuna (Brahmaputra) en la parte noreste del subcontinente indio.

El pais ribereno de Bangladesh («Tierra de 1los Bengalies») es uno de 10s paises mas
densamente poblados del mundo, y su gente es predominantemente musulmana. Como
la porcion oriental de la region historica de Bengala, el area formo una vez, junto

con 10 que ahora es el estado indio de Bengala Occidental, la provincia de Bengala

en la India britanica. Con la particion de la India en 1947, se convirtio en la provincia
pakistani de Bengala Oriental (mas tarde rebautizada como Pakistan Oriental), una de
las cinco provincias de Pakistan, separada de las otras cuatro por 1.100 millas (1.800 Km)
de territorio indio. En 1971 se convirtio en el pais independiente de Bangladesh, con su
capital en Dacca.

TIERRA

Bangladesh limita al oeste y al norte con los estados indios de Bengala Occidental, al
norte con Assam, al norte y al noreste con Meghalaya y al este con Tripura y Mizoram.
Al sureste, comparte frontera con Myanmar (Birmania). La parte sur de Bangladesh se
abre a la bahia de Bengala.

ALIVIO

Extendiéndose hacia €l norte desde la Bahia de Bengala Bangladesh constituye
aproximadamente 1os dos tercios orientales de la llanura deltaica de los rios Padma
(Ganges [Ganga]) ¥y Jamuna (Brahmaputra). A excepcion de pequenas areas mas altas de
aluvion antiguo cubierto de jungla (que se elevan hasta unos 100 pies [30 metros]) en
el noroeste y el centro norte, en elBarind y elTracto de Madhupur, respectivamente: la
llanura es una superficie plana de aluvion reciente, con una pendiente suave y una
elevacion generalmente inferior a 30 pies (9 metros) sobre el nivel del mar. En el noreste
Y sureste, en ellLas zonas de las colinas de Sylhet y Chittagong, respectivamente, son
1lanuras aluviales que dan lugar a crestas que corren principalmente de norte a sur y
que forman parte de las montanas que separan Bangladesh de Myanmar y la India. En
Su region sur, Bangladesh esta bordeado por el Sundarbans.
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Fl Barind es una cuna de tierra triangular algo elevada
que se encuentra entre las llanuras aluviales de 10S rios
Padma y Jamuna superiores en el noroeste de Bangladesh.
Una depresion llamadala cuenca de Bhar se extiende al
sureste desde €l rio Barind por aproximadamente 160 Km
hasta la confluencia de los rios Padma y Jamuna. Esta
zona se inunda durante la temporada de monzones de
verano, en algunos lugares hasta una profundidad que
supera los 3 metros. El drenaje de la parte occidental

de la cuenca se centra en la vasta zona pantanosa
IllamadaHumedales de Chalan, también conocidos como
lago Chalan. Las llanuras aluviales del rio Jamuna, que

se encuentran al norte de la cuenca de Bhar y al este del
rio Barind, se extienden desde la frontera con Assam en
el norte hasta la confluencia de 10s rios Padma y Jamuna
en el sur. La zona esta dominada por €l rio Jamuna, que
con frecuencia se desborda provocando inundaciones
devastadoras. Al sur de la cuenca de Bhar se encuentra la
llanura aluvial del bajo Padma.
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En el centro-este de Bangladesh, El rio
Brahmaputra, en su antiguo curso (el
antiguo rio Brahmaputra), formo la
cuenca de inundacion del rio Meghna,
la region que incluye el bajo y fertil
Doab Meghna-Sitalakhya (la zona
de tierra entre esos rios). Esta zona
se enriquece con el afluente Titas,
Yy las zonas de tierra se forman y
modifican por la deposicion de limo
y arena en los lechos del rio Meghna,
especlialmente entre Bhairab Bazar
VY DaudKandil.
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